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H umedad de la selva en nuestro 66p|’ritu. Liquenes de
plata, musgo de oro; nuestros proyectos, nuestros
ideales. Si tuviéramos la humedad de la selva en nuestro
espiritu, renovariamos la sangre de nuestras venas, como la
lluvia ala pachamama...

J ungle moisture ih our spirit. Silver lichens, golden moss,
our projects, our ideals. If we had the jungles’ moistness
in our spirits, we would renew the blood in our veins, like rain to

- the pachamama. ..

Verdnica Saenz Porras
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glesia de San Cristébal... las puertas

abiertas, al fondo la nave principal. De pron-

to sale y se presenta, barbado, salido de
otro siglo -«Buenos dias, hija, en qué puedo ser-
virte». Es el padre Fablo Zavala, espafiol de
Navarra, nacido, hace muchos afios, en el peque-
Ao pueblo Oteiza de la Solana. Misionero en dife-
rentes latitudes y aventuras. Sin duda se salia
de los canones de la conservadora lglesia
Catdlica de Cusco, por eso le pidieron que se
fuera. Ya sea por andar con poncho encima de la
sotana, llevar su celular a misa o por visitar, en
su afan de misionero, caminando entre los
cerros, a comunidades andinas que se salian de
su jurisdiccion. For eso lo quiere el pueblo y por
es0 lo secuestraron y encerraron en su parro-
quia, horas antes de que tomara su avion rumbo
a otro destino. Luego solicitaron al
Arzobispado, supermanenciaen esta ciudad.

s/n Sronterss

(Cuando llega a Cusco y con qué fin? «Ha-
bian dado la orden de cerrar la parroquia de San
Cristobal y entregarsela al Arzobispado, es cuan-
dome laofrecen y yo pongo dos condiciones: en
primer lugar debia residir aqui, porque una
parroquia no se atiende de lejos, veinte minutos
a la semana y el segundo punto era que todo lo
que me dieran serviria para restaurar la iglesia.
Esto fue el 18 de febrero de 1998». Durante
todo ese tiempo usted se ha dedicado a res-
taurarla, ;qué Instituciones lo apoyaron?
«Al principio convoqué al Instituto Nacional de
Cultura, a Copesco, al Arzobispado, a los
Bancos...nadie nos ha dado ni un centavo. La
hemos reconstruido con el trabajo voluntario de
estudiantes de Bellas Artes y el aporte de la gen-
te, hemos comprado los focos, traido el agua
desde la carretera y arreglado el piso». Usted
tuvo un problema con el Arzobispo Alcides
Mendoza el afio pasado, por el cual lo obliga-
ron a dejar Cusco y su parro-
quia ;Qué pas6? «Supongo
que el Arzobispo y yo tenemos
un concepto distinto del cristia-
nismo, ¢l se basa en las formas

trasladaron aqui comenzaron a
llegar pobladores, que no
encontraban ayuda en otras
parroquias, por ejemplo,
pidiendo que fuera a casa de
una ancianita para darle la
Extremauncidn, y de paso cele-
brabamos Misa, aunque fueran
carismaticos o de otros credos,
porque Dios es amor. Al arzo-
bispo no le gustaba, aunque
nunca me dié normas. Apenas
llegué a Cusco lo fui a visitar y
no me recibid, la unica respues-
ta que obtuve fué: "vayase a su
parroquia”. Tampoco le agra-
daba que saliera a recorrer el
campo en busca de necesita-
dos».;Y es por esa conducta
que los catélicos han perdido
terreno? «Claro, el 80% de las
comunidades que yo visitaba
ya pertenecian a diferentes sec-
tasy algunas, desde hacia cinco
anos, no recibian la visita de un
sacerdote catdlico. Jests dijo:
"Id por el mundo entero predi-
cando el Evangelio", no ha
dicho "siéntense en sus oficinas

y esperen que traigan la solici-
- | tud"». El padre Pablo Zavala

se inicio en el Seminario

y yo en el fondo. Cuando me
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Dominico de Pamplona, Espania, alos diez afios
de edad. Estudio tres arnos Filosofia en
Santander; cinco de Teologia en Salamanca y
otros tantos de Biologia. En 1978 viene por pri-
mera vez a Peru, a la selva de Sepagua, a reco-
lectar material para completar el museo que
construiria, como taxidermista, en Espaiia. Ya
habia pasado por México, Guatemala y El
Salvador. Luego regresa a Peri siempre como
misionero, comunicador de Dios entre la gente,
y radica en Chimbote, Lima, Puerto
Maldonado, Shintuya, Quincemil y Puris en la
frontera con Brasil. Hasta que el destino lo tra-
joaCusco. E19 de septiembre de 1999 se fes-
tejo en la Plaza de Armas de Cusco el Dia de
la Luz, donde participaron peruanos vy
extranjeros de todos los credos. A usted le
pidieron celebrar la Misa ;esto también le
caus6 problemas? «Monsefior me mand6 un
documento diciéndome que era la Gltima vez
que me toleraba algo asi. En fin, para mi el cris-
tianismo es compartir y dar amor al projimo. La
casa de Dios no es solamente la parroquia, sino
cualquier lugar, porque Dios estd en todas par-
tes». (Y el sacerdocio andino, usted lo recha-
za? «En absoluto, lareligion es amor, sureligio-
sidad no nos afecta porque para ellos Dios esta
ahi, al igual que han incorporado nuestra creen-
cia a las suyas. Mis superiores me critican por-
que llevo poncho /Y como no lo voy a llevar si
me lo han regalado los comuneros de Keros con
todo su carifio?. No llevarlo seria ofenderlos,
entonces, si los ofendemos y no los respetamos
(como pretendemos que ellos acepten el catoli-
cismo? La religion andina hay que respetarla:
aquellos que pretenden rechazarla es por propio
instinto de poder y eso no es cristianismo». Si
Monserior Alcides Mendoza no cambia de opi-
nion, el carismatico padre Pablo Zavala debera
dejar la ciudad de Cusco, el 18 de febrero del
2001. Mientras tanto continua su trabajo res-
taurando la parroquiay realizando otras obras.
Ha conseguido de la "Xunta de Galicia”,
Espaiia, la donacion de cinco mil soles para
construir una capilla en la comunidad de
Wayllar Cocha y el Parroco de su pueblo natal,
ha enviado cinco mil dolares para construir una
escuelita en la comunidad Salkantay. Esto y
mucho mas, de un hombre que desborda simpa-
tia y sinceridad, pero el espacio en Via Lactea,
no alcanza para contarlo... &
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he San Cristobal Church. The doors are

open, the principal, nave is at the very

back. Suddenly, he comes out and pres-
ents himself, bearded, out of another century
'Good morning, daughter, may | help you?" It's
father Fablo Zavala, Spaniard born in Navarra
some years ago, in the small town of Oteiza de |a
Solana. He's been a missionary in different lati-
tudes and adventures. "The Andean Religion
must be respected, because religion is mirth.
Those who pretend to reject it, it is because they
act on a power instict and that is not christia-
nism". Undoubtedly he escapes the precepts of
the conservative catholic church. They threw him
out, be it for using a poncho on top of the cas-
sock, take his mobile phone to mass, or for visit-
ing, walking between mountains, andean commu-
nities outside his jurisdiction. That’s why the
towns’ people loved him. That’s why hours before
he took a plane due elsewhere they abducted
him, they locked him up in the church and asked
the archbishop, en mass, that he stay.

When do you arrive in Cusco and with what
purpose? «They had given the order to close the
parrish of San Cristobal and to give it to the
archbishopry. That is when they offered it to me.
I put two conditions for acceptance: in the first
place I would reside there, because a parrish can
not be taken care of from the distance, twenty
minutes a week, and the second demand was
that all I would receive would be to restore the
church. That was on february 18th, 1998».
During all this time you have dedicated your-
self to the restoration, what institutions help-
ed? «In the beginning I resorted to The National
Institute of Culture, Copesco, the Archbishopry,
the banks... no one has given us one cent. We
have reconstructed it with the voluntary work of
the student from Bellas Artes and the donations
of the people, we bought light bulbs, brought
water from the highway and fixed the floor».
You had a problem with the Archbishop
Alcides Mendoza last year, due to this they
obliged to leave Cusco and your parrish,
What happened? «I suppose the Archbishop
and I have a different concept about christianity,

he bases himself on forms and I on the matter.
When they transfered me here, towns' people
started to come, they did not find help in other
parrishes. For example they would ask that I go
to the house of an old woman to give the
Extremauntion, and we also would celebrate
Mass, In spite of the fact that they might be cha-
rismatics or of other creeds, because God is
love. The Archbishop did not like that, even
though he never gave me norms. As soon as I
arrived in Cusco I went to pay a visit but he
never received me. The only answer I got was:
«go to your parrish» He did not like me going
through the country searching for the needy». Is
it due to that behavior that catholics have lost
adepts? «Sure, 80% of the communities that I
visited belonged to different sects. Some had not
received the visit of a catholic priest for 5 years.
Jesus said: «Go all over the world and preach the
Bibley, he did not say: «sit in your office and
wait until they bring the written requesty.
Father Pablo Zavala got started in the
Dominican Seminar in Pamplona, Spain, when
he was 10 years old He studied three years of
Philosophy in Santander, five years of Theology
in Salamanca and some more years of Biology.
In 1979 he came for the first
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religion is love, their religiosity does not affect
us because to them God is there. They have
incorporated our beliefs to theirs. My superiors
criticize me because I use a poncho. And how
am I not going to wear it if the Keros community
people have given it to me with all their affec-
tion. Not to wear it would be'to offend them. If
we offend them and not respect them, how do we
pretend that they accept catholicism? The
andean religion must be respected: those that
pretend to reject it is due to a instict associated to
power and that is not christianism». If
Monsignor Alcides Mendoza does not change
his mind, the charismatic priest Pablo Zavala
must leave the city of Cusco on February 18th,
2001. Meanwhile he continues his restoration
work in the parrish and doing other works. He
has obtained from the «Xunta de Galiciay,
Spain a donation of five thousand soles to cons-
truct a chappel in the Wayllar Cocha commu-
nity, and the parrish priest of his home town has
sent five thousand dollars to construct a small
school in the Salkantay community. This and
much more, from a man that abounds sympathy
and sincerity, but the space of Via Ldctea, is not
enoughtotellitall... &

time to Peru, the Sepagua
Jungle, to collect material to
complete a collection for the
museum he would construct
as taxidermist, in Spain. He
has been in Mexico, Guate-
mala and El Salvador. Later
he came back to Peri, al-
ways as a missionary, a con-
municator about God
amongstthe people and resi-
des in Chimbote, Lima,
Puerto Maldonado,
Shintuya, Quincemil and
Purus, in the frontier with
Brazil. This, until destiny
brought him to Cusco. On
september 9th 1999, in the
Cusco Plaza de Armas, the
Day of the Light was cele-
brated, where Peruvians
and foreigners of all creeds
participated. You were
asked to say Mass. Did that
cause problems also?
«Monsignor sent me a docu-
ment telling me that that was
the last time that he tolerated
such behaviour from me. In
short, for me christianism is
sharing and giving love to
our neighbors. The House of
God 1s not only a parrish, it
is any place, because God is
everywhere». And the
Andean priesthood, to
they reject you? «No at all,




