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En la devota ciudad
de. Arequo se fundd

en el ano 1580, el.,
g:onvent@%" {stre

Santa Ccﬁohno

s gracias g las:
donocnones dela

. acaudalada
oreqmpeno Ana Maria
de Guzmdn y nueve
damas de la
aristocracia espanola.
Las hermanas se
~encerrarian en este

complejo, sobre el cual

se Tejleron- far

sticas:
Y :

secretas’de cla sfi@s
‘Secretas hasta 1970

ras:390 anos
"de clausura,
el mundo sa-
cro y aislado
del convento,
situado a so-

lo sxete cuadras dela bulli=

ciosa plaza central; abrio
sus puertas al turismo.

Pasando los gruesos mu-, 5

fa, los sxglos retroce-
f%en vertlgmosamente Los

"ﬂ adoquines gastados nos
conducen hacia uno de los
mas importantes comple-

jos medievales del Peru co-

;lqn-»ial

laustros: de sﬂenclo

tros pasos y:con un poco de. -
£ gxﬁp l]cganamos a

In the devout city of
Arequipa, the
cloistered convent of
:Santa Catalina was
o (ounded in 1580

Arequzpeno Ana Maria
de Guzmdn and nine
other ladies of the
Spanish aristocracy.

The Dominican sisters - -
enclosed themselves .

in this convent and

many were the tales:
“s.woven around this ¢

freasure house of
secrefts.;Secret that Is
. —until 1970.

 fter390years

oF of being clo-

sed, the sa-
lated world of

sztuated ‘barely - seven
blocks. from the busy cen-
ge e of the-city, ope-
ned lits doors to tourists.
On going through the

A thick walls of volcanigssto-
“ne<called “sillar” and which

gives the .characteristic

whiteness to this gguthem :
city, the centuries rolt back:.
Worn cobblestones lead us

cred and iso-
the convent,

confréscosyp

.LC\ DC\MO

de Arequipﬁq‘A

of
Arelwpa

“ver a las religiosas atrave-
sando entre murmullos: el
patio del silencio”, hasta'
clauistro de las novicias. E
camino conduce :luego’
“patio de los narahjos™ de

color ‘azul anil, decorado

escueld” arequip

marcada influencia mec,tl— '3

za.

Santa Catalina era sin
duda un convento selecti-
vo, s6l6"podian tomar los
‘habitos las mujeres naci-
das en Espanay conrique-
za suficiente para pagar a

around one of the:most tm: *la administracion del con-

portant .medieval style ar-

: '-‘chttectural complexes of

a entrada un-cartel -
e*‘sﬂenmo mtxmlda nues-

“ At the entrance a.’sign
readmg “silence” makes us

vento la suma de mil pesos
de oro. En ¢l pasarian lar-
gos y aburridos anos, las

- adolescentes arequipenas,
“hasta que el matrimonio

"o

las liberase de los precep-
tos dela Santa Inquisicion.

i

quieten our steps and, with
a little imagination, we can
see the nuns walking and
murmuring in the “patio of
silence” as they go on their
way to the novices’ cloister.
From there we proceed to -
pam,;wgs of the Arequipa -
school of marked “mestizo”
(Spanish - native Peruvian)
influence.

Santa Catalina was an

- exclusive convent. . Only
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Arequipa

También caminarian en
silencio las hijas nacidas
fuera del matrimonio,
agu uellas que'representa-
~banida vergtienza y la des-
honra familiar:

El colorido interior

En la nave principal se
encuentran tres claustros
grandes y dos museos que ¢

nencias de las religiosas,

A un costado el “Locuto-

rium”, donde las religiosas
se comunicaban cada sa-
bado con sus familiares, a
través delas rejas de made-
ra.

Las dominicas v1\q 1.€n.:
~lag+¢iudadela: dos” hecta-
reas con pequenas casas
pintadas de ocre, con colo-
rantes naturales del siglo
XV, que auin se mantienen.
Cada casa de campo tenia
un jardin, una cocina prin-
cipal y espacio para tres o
cuatro sirvientas. Sin e
bargo, independientemen-
te de su riqueza, las reli-
giosas debian dormir sobre
una. tpabla de madera cu-
bie fta con heno.

. 1a ciudadela estad ro-
deada por pequenas calle-
juelas, cada una con el

~nombre de una ciudad es-
panola. Sevilla tiene arcos
y escalinatas, Granada es
, ocre y.Cordova blanca; con
. geranios rojos y pasadizos

“azules. Esta fiesta de color,

- luces y* “texturas que con-

forman la ai‘qultectu'i'a%,

medieval, es el principal
atractivo del conventeg,

Puertas afuera del com-
plejo, el sol golpea sobre el
blanco sillar y las bocinas

de los autos devuelven al

visitante al siglo actu

i

also would walk in silence
daughters born out of wed-
lock, representing family
shame and dishonor.

Colorful Interior

Along the main axis two
museums and three large
cloisters house some of
the belongings of the reli-

. gious.
custqdlan algunas perte--/

Situated to one side is
the Locutorium (Locutory)
" where the nuns might speak

on Saturdays with their -

families, throughawooden

grille.
Dominic nuns lived in

this mmfa“ture itown;. and

“"five ‘acres of ground with

small, ochre colored hou-
ses.on it, painted with the
natural earth colors used
inthe 16th century, are still
maintained. Each of these
“country houses” had its
garden, -wood-fired stove
(the clay pots and copper
pans today adorn the prin-

~cipal “kitchen), and space

for three Gmyfour servants.
However, “despite their
worldly wealth, the nuns
had to sleep on \wooden
beds with straw pa?fets
The “town” is surround-
ed by small streets, each
named after a Spanish
town. “Seville” has arches -
and stairways, “Granada”
is' ochre colored and “Cor-
dova” is white with red
geraniums and blue corri-
dors. This feast of color,
light anid ' texture is the

20 _A atr%ue aspect of

ksl

plex ;
Outside the convent the
sun beats down on:white
sillar walls and the horns’
of cars bring the visitor

/“back to our century.

19

etieval style‘gon:" .




